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Module Overview

• Master Pages and Content Pages

• Using CSS

• Creating a Master Page using SharePoint 

Designer

• Deploying a Master Page



Master Page Overview

<%@ Page language="C#" 

MasterPageFile="~master

url/default.master“...

<asp:Content 

ContentPlaceHolderId=

"PlaceHolderMain" >

** HTML Content Here **

</asp:Content>

<%@Master language="C#"%>

<asp:ContentPlaceHolder 

id="PlaceHolderMain" 

runat="server">

Default.aspx Default.master



Content Placeholders

• Content 

Placeholders

• Team Site 

default.master 

Page



Master Page Rendering



Lesson 3: Dissecting a Master Page

What’s in a Master 

Page?

• Master Page 

Directive

• Tag Prefixes

• HTML, TABLE, 

DIV

• CSS

• SharePoint 

Controls

• Content 

Placeholders

• JavaScript



Custom Master Pages

• Two Options 

- Customize an out of the box Master

- Create your own Master Page from a 
minimal Master Page

• Creating your own Master Page is 
recommended:

- Best way to truly Brand your site

- Gives your site a distinct look and feel

- Unique navigation



Demo

Creating a Master Page using 

SharePoint Designer



Master Pages and Publishing Sites

• WSS

– Each child site has its own Master Page 

Gallery

– Copy of default.master is added to the gallery

• Publishing

– Master pages link in Site Settings page

– 8 additional Master Pages

– All sites inherit Master Page Gallery from the 

top level site



Master Page Tokens

• Dynamic – replaced at runtime with a property 

value

~masterurl/default.master

~masterurl/custom.master

• Static – points to a specific location

~sitecollection/[nameofMasterPage].master

~site/[nameofMasterPage].master



Problem of Application Master

• Used by pages in the _Layouts directory

• Can’t be Edited in SharePoint Designer

• Possible Solutions

– Modify colors with Custom Theme

– Backup and Edit Application.master

– Change Tokens in selected _Layouts pages



Customization Options

• Master Page stored in the content 

database 

– Publish to other environments using 

publishing features

– Term often used is “customized”

• Master Page stored on the file system

– Use Features and Solutions to deploy

– Term often used is “not customized”



Demo

Content Deployment Results



Questions?


